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Fri,  June 18th / Sept 17th:                                                                                   KRAKOW (B)                                                                                                                     
Our city sightseeing tour includes the Market Square and Wawel Hill with its castle, palace and 
tiny cathedral, where Pope John Paul II served as archbishop. Lunch in one of the many open air 
restaurants on Market Square sounds attractive. A visit can be arranged to nearby Auschwitz – not 
enjoyable, but possibly we owe it humanity to visit. An alternative excursion this afternoon is a visit 
to the sights associated with the childhood, life and ministry of Pope John Paul II. These excursions 
can be chosen on the day. Each costs under $100.                                                            

Sat,  June 19th / Sept 18th:                                                        Day Trip to WARSAW (B)
Poland’s High Speed train isn’t quite up to the standard or speed of the German ICE or the French 
TGV, but it gets us quickly to Warsaw for our optional excursion today. Our sightseeing includes the 
reconstructed ancient centre, the Castle, the Old Town Square and the New Town Square, and the 
remains of the Warsaw Ghetto. Home to Krakow tonight  

Sun,  June 20th / Sept 19th:                                                                     To PRAGUE (B)                      
Farewell Krakow this morning: this will be difficult; everybody falls in love with Krakow. Our 
InterCity train takes us across the Czech border to beautiful Prague, where our luggage awaits. This 
evening we stroll to the Old Town Square which has a building from each century from the twelfth 
to the twentieth. It is magnificent under floodlight. 
In this square stands the monument to Jan Huss, forerunner of Martin Luther, who was burned at 
the stake for heresy at the Church Council of Constance in 1415. More than 20% of Czechs are 
still Protestants, members of the Hussite Church.
Our stroll leads us, as we will be led often over the next three days, to Prague’s best known and 
loved landmark, the Charles Bridge which connects the Old Town with the Castle precinct.   

Mon,  June 21st / Sept 20th:                                                                              PRAGUE (B)                      
This morning we begin to discover this magnificent city. Neville Chamberlain’s sellout of the Czechs 
to Hitler in 1938 had one positive spin-off – Prague was never bombed, and much of the Old City is 
untouched from the 12th century. We visit the Castle and its Cathedral with the tiny chapel on the 
spot where Good King Wenceslas was martyred in the tenth century. The Royal Palace within the 
Castle was the setting of the Defenestration of Prague, the spark of the bloody Thirty Years War 
which tore the heart out of Christian Europe for much of the 17th Century.  Wenceslas Square, and 
the Jewish Quarter also feature in our sightseeing. Enjoy lunch in an outdoor café. The afternoon is 
free to explore.    

Tues,  June 22nd / Sept 21st                           PRAGUE – Day Trip to DRESDEN(B) (D)             
An optional excursion today, across the German border to nearby Dresden, said to be Germany’s 
most beautiful city until carpet-bombed by the Allies in 1945. The baroque city is now re-emerging 
from the ashes.  One of Europe’s most distinctive churches, the Frauenkirche has finally been 
restored after lying in ruins for the 44 years of Communist rule. Back to Prague for our Farewell 
Dinner.   

Wed,  June 23rd / Sept 22nd:                                                     FAREWELL EUROPE (B)           
The tour ends after breakfast today and the choices are many:  transfer to the airport for your 
flight home, continue with the UK Christian Heritage Add-On Tour on page 14, or simply stay on to 
absorb Prague’s and Europe’s magical atmosphere.                                                

Fri,  June 25th / Sept 24th:                                                                         ARRIVE HOME                                        

         

                                                                                                                                                      
              

                                            



COSTS 
OPTION 1

$AUD 12,950                      
per person Twin Share. 
Land Content only (i.e. join 
the tour in Rome and leave 
the tour in Prague)

Single Room supplement 
$AUD 2000
 

OPTION 2

$AUD 14,950                              
per person Twin Share 
Including return economy 
class airfares (but not taxes) 
to Europe from Brisbane, 
Sydney, Melbourne or Perth.

Single Room supplement 
$AUD 2000.

Enquire about Business 
or First Class airfare 
upgrades (Remember, if you 
don’t fly First Class, your 
grandchildren will).

The balance is due 4 months 
before departure.
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The Christian Heritage Tour departing May 4th 2010 also includes:

	 Best  - Category 1 A - seats for Oberammergau Passion Play 
	 Twin share accommodation with buffet breakfast in centrally located First 		
	 Class / Deluxe hotels with private facilities and air-conditioning (see notes on air-	
	 conditioning in Conditions).  Our one night stay in the village of Oberammergau is 	
	 in the highest quality accommodation available.
	 8 Restaurant dinners (3 courses plus wine or beer) – one on the first night in 	
	 each new city, except Prague where the included dinner is our Farewell Dinner on 	
	 the last night. Lunch in Oberammergau.
	 First Class rail travel in reserved seats on many of Europe’s great trains – Eurostar 	
	 Italia, Eurocity, ICE.
	 Orientation / sightseeing tour in each new city.
	 Entrances to the Vatican Museums and Sistine Chapel, and the Colosseum in 		
	 Rome (St Peter’s and Pantheon are free), the Academy (David) and Uffizi Galleries 	
	 in Florence, the Doge’s Palace in Venice,
	 Luggage handling between cities.
	 24/7 on the spot services of Tour Leader who is also the company Owner/		
	 Manager.
	 For Option 2 at left: Return economy airfare – but NOT taxes - from your 		
	 Australian international airport to Europe, with airport transfers if arriving 		
	 and departing on group dates. Inquire about the cost of earlier departure or later 	
	 return. Not included if you have opted for the “land content only” Option 1.	

              
Most stops 3 nights minimum 

Quality, centrally located hotels 

First Class travel on Europe’s                                        
Great Trains 

The TOUR COST does NOT include:
Hotel incidentals (eg. Mini-bars, telephone calls, laundry), airport and departure taxes, 
local transport in any city, optional excursions listed or meals other than breakfast and 
the one restaurant dinner in each city.

a

What’s included?

Full luggage handling 

Escorted by Australian historian /                                       
tour guide 

Guided orientation / sightseeing tours                                  
in all cities 

a
a

a
a

a

All Great Trains of Europe Tours include:



Full luggage handling 

Escorted by Australian historian /                                       
tour guide 

Guided orientation / sightseeing tours                                  
in all cities 

All Great Trains of Europe Tours include:

OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS

How much to include? Why 
pay for what you don’t want 
to see? How to provide 
for those who want to see 
everything and also for those 
who want to have a leisurely 
time? The following clearly 
explained and costed optional 
excursions are offered. We’ll 
need to know your choices 
before departure.

 
     

June 4th / Sept 3rd:                                                                                         ASSISI  - $250                                                                          
From our Rome hotel this orning we pass through Tuscan and Umbrian countryside to the 
medieval village of Assisi, home of St Francis, everyone’s favourite saint. Visits include St Francis’ 
cathedral with its Giotto originals, and St Clare’s church.       

June 7th / Sept 6th:     Tuscan countryside: Siena and San Gimignano  - $250 
There is no train to San Gimignano, so today we leave our Florence hotel by bus, to enjoy a 
Tuscan landscape of vineyards, cypress pines, stone cottages and hill villages, with mediaeval 
towers. We lunch in the fortified hill village of San Gimignano with its thirteen towers dating from 
the twelfth century. Then we visit the city of Siena, a Renaissance gem. In the summer, the Palio 
horse race is run in the city square.     

June 13th / Sept 12th:                                                         	                   SALZBURG  - $250 
This excursion includes the two hour rail journey from Innsbruck. On arrival in Salzburg we 
taxi into the old town and ride the rack railway to the top of the Hohensalzburg fortress for 
a panoramic view over the city. We explore the 12th century castle and upon our descent visit 
Salzburg cathedral where Mozart’s father was organist and where the young genius first played. 
The Altstadt (old city) is very compact and an all-pedestrian zone. Mozart’s birthplace is now a 
museum worth a visit.  

June 16th / Sept 15th:                         Leipzig, home of Goethe and Bach - $175 
Departing our Berlin hotel at 7.45am, we transfer to our High Speed ICE train – the Inter City 
Express, Germany’s finest and fastest - to Leipzig, a major centre for trade fairs since the twelfth 
century. Leipzig was home to Goethe, Germany’s Shakespeare, and we pass his university, the 
University of Leipzig, still one of Europe’s finest before lunch in the Bierkeller where he set 
the opening scene of “Faust”. We also visit Bach’s grave in the Thomaskirche where he was 
choirmaster for almost 30 years. The Nicholaikirche, with its distinctive interior decoration, 
played a key role in the demise of Communism.

On the way home to Berlin we drop into Martin Luther’s town of Wittenberg, where the 
Reformation began.

June 19th / Sept 18th:                                                                                 Warsaw - $175                  
We depart our Krakow hotel at 8.15am, and cross to the Station for our journey on Poland’s 
High Speed train – not exactly the French TGV or the German ICE – to the “new” capital 
Warsaw. Central Warsaw was completely destroyed in World War II, but much has been rebuilt in 
exact replica of the original city.

We are met at the Station for our sightseeing which commences on the historic boulevarde 
called the Royal Walk. We pause outside the imposing Royal Palace with the King Zygmunt III 
memorial. Moving on, we pass through the Old Town Square and on to the New Town Square. 
It’s time for coffee. Next we come to the evocative memorial to the heroes of the Warsaw 
Uprising and then proceed to the area where the grisly Warsaw Ghetto once stood. Returning 
to the Old Town square we choose an open air restaurant for lunch after a confronting morning 
of sightseeing. In the mid afternoon we are transferred back to the Station for our return rail 
journey to Krakow, passing rich farm land. We are home in Krakow by dinnertime.

June 22nd / Sept 21st:                                                                                Dresden  - $125            
EuroCity train delivers us from Prague across the German border to nearby Dresden, said to 
be Germany’s most beautiful city until carpet-bombed in 1945. After the guided sightseeing 
tour including the rebuilt bell-shaped Frauenkirche, there is free time for Museum visits – the 
Porcelain Museum or the Zwinger with its fine collection of Old Masters including Raphael’s 
ubiquitous cherubs. Those in the know call Dresden the “new Prague”. Ten years ago we were 
calling Prague the “new Florence.”              
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COSTS 

$ 5,900 TWIN SHARE                    
per person Twin Share. 

SINGLE ROOM SUPP. 
AUD $1200        

OPTIONAL 
UK CHRISTIAN HERITAGE ADD-ON

Wednesday, June 23rd / Sept 22nd:                                         To LONDON (B)  
Those joining the UK Christian Heritage Add-On, after farewelling our fellow 
travellers, transfer to the airport for our flight to London. Fish and chips, cup of tea, 
God Save the Queen! On arrival in our London hotel, there is a city sightseeing tour 
in a double-decker bus.                                                                                                         

Thursday, June 24th / Sept 23rd:                		          LONDON (B)
One of the great churches of Christendom today - Westminster Abbey. This
afternoon we pay a visit to nearby Canterbury, the home of world Anglicanism, and 
the shrine to St Thomas a’Beckett.     
                                                                                                                              
Friday, June 25th / Sept 24th:                                                                                          
LONDON – Day Trip to Salisbury, Stonehenge & Oxford	               (B)                                                                      
A day trip out of London today by bus – trains do not run where we wish to go. We 
begin by visiting a very favourite cathedral, Salisbury, immortalized in Constable’s art, 
then drop in on mysterious, ancient Stonehenge. A village pub lunch follows, then 
an afternoon visit to the ancient University city of Oxford. Here we walk about the 
Colleges and visit the Martyrs Memorial to the English Protestants burned at the 
stake by Queen Mary Tudor. Home to London tonight.                                                                                                                                   

Saturday, June 26th / Sept 25th:                                                 LONDON (B)  
Another day in wonderful London. There will be visits this morning to Christopher 
Wren’s masterpiece, St Paul’s Cathedral and to Wesley’s Chapel nearby – spiritual 
home for the Methodists. The Portobello Road antiques markets are on Saturday 
mornings.                                                                                                                               

Sunday, June 27th / Sept 26th:                                                    LONDON (B)                                                                                                                             
The Church bells call us today – St Clement’s (oranges and lemons), St Andrew’s by 
the Wardrobe, Wesley’s Chapel, Westminster Abbey, Westminster Cathedral?   

Monday June 28th / Sept 27th:  LONDON - Day Trip to York & Epworth (B)                                                                                                                                  
Today we take Britain’s signature train - the Flying Scotsman - to York where we 
pay a visit to historic York Minster before driving across to Epworth, the tiny 
Lincolnshire village which produced the towering Christian figures of the eighteenth 
century, John and Charles Wesley. We are back in London tonight.    

Tuesday June 29th / Sept 28th:                                            LONDON (B) (D)
“When a man is tired of London, he is tired of life,” spake the immortal Samuel 
Johnson. The shops or a matinee? A Farewell Dinner tonight.                                                                                                                  

Wednesday June 30th / Sept 29th:                        FAREWELL LONDON (B)
The tour ends after breakfast. There is a transfer to Heathrow for those departing today.

Friday July 2nd  / Oct 1st:                                                        ARRIVE HOME 

	 Economy class airfare Prague 	
	 to London.
	 Twin share accommodation 	
	 with full English breakfast in a 	
	 centrally located deluxe 		
	 London hotel 
	 Farewell Restaurant dinner 	
	 (3 courses plus house wine or 	
	 beer) on the last night 		
	 of the tour.
	 Orientation / sightseeing tour 	
	 of London.
	 Sightseeing (with entrances) as 	
	 detailed in itinerary.
	 24/7 services of Tour Leader 	
	 who is also the company 	
	 Owner/Manager. 

What’s included?

The TOUR COST                                  
does NOT include:
Hotel incidentals (eg. Mini-bars, 
telephone calls, laundry), airport and 
departure taxes, local transport in 
any city, optional excursions listed or 
meals other than breakfast and the 
one restaurant dinner.
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COSTS 

What’s included?

Tour Operator: 

Great Trains of Europe Tours (ABN 75 325 010 987) is a Licensed 
Travel Agent (Licence # 3217475) providing the consumer 
protection of the Travel Compensation Fund. We are members of 
the Australian Federation of Travel Agents.

Costs:

All costs in this brochure are expressed in Australian dollars and 
are based on airfares, and land transport and accommodation 
costs, and Australian dollar exchange rates effective at May 1st, 
2008. Exchange rate fluctuations of more than 2.5%, or increases 
in the price of any service provided, beyond the control of Great 
Trains of Europe Tours, may be passed on to travellers, right up to 
the date of departure. Please note that the economy class airfares 
are group fares and do not earn frequent flyer points. Business 
and First Class airfares will earn frequent flyer points.

A deposit of $2,000 per person will guarantee you a place on 
your chosen tour (unless already filled, in which case you will be 
advised of your place on the waiting list. With a maximum tour 
size of 35 travellers, tours often fill early).

Full final payment is due 120 days before commencement of the 
tour. Advertised costs apply to payment by cash, bank transfer 
or bank cheque. Great Trains of Europe Tours currently does not 
accept payment by credit card.

Cancellation Policy:

Cancellation at any time after the deposit is paid will result in 
the forfeiture of the deposit. Any booking cancelled between 90 
days and 45 days before departure will incur a 50% cancellation 
charge on land content and up to 100% on airfares, depending on 
the airfare used. Bookings cancelled within 45 days of departure 
will incur a 100% cancellation charge. Travel insurance will cover 
cancellation because of illness, death in the family etc. Travel 
insurance must therefore be considered mandatory.

Travel Insurance:

A condition of joining a Great Trains of Europe tour is that 
you either purchase travel insurance through Great Trains of 
Europe Tours or provide documentary evidence that you have a 
sufficient level of travel insurance purchased elsewhere.

Baggage allowance: 

A baggage allowance of 20kgs per person applies to all tour 
members. Please note, if you are joining the Add On UK 
Christian Heritage Tour, your included Prague to London flight 
is economy class only, irrespective of the class of travel you use 
to fly to Europe. The 20kg luggage limit will be strictly enforced 
on this flight. The same applies to the Munich to London flight 
included in the Springtime Gardens with Oberammaergau 
Passion Play Tour.

Hotels:

European hotels are quite different from Australian hotels. 
Rooms are often smaller, even in 4 and 5 star hotels (particularly 
in central London, Paris and Venice). Single rooms, particularly, 
can be very small. Should a traveller who has requested a single 
room wish to have a quote for the cost of single occupancy of a 
double room, please ask us at the time of booking.

Tea and coffee making facilities are very rare indeed in European 
hotels and in-room security safes are not as common as in 
Australian hotels. In some European countries, government 
environmental agencies restrict the use of air-conditioning in 
hotels to the summer months. Heating in cooler periods seems 
not to be such an issue.

Travellers sharing a room on a twin share basis will be asked 
their preferences re a double bed or twin beds, but no absolute 
guarantee can be given that your request will be met in every 
hotel.

Hotel star ratings, where provided, are those of the country in 
which the hotel is situated. These ratings, from 1 to 5 stars, do 
not coincide directly with Australian hotel star ratings.

BOOKING CONDITIONS:  Please read carefully
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COSTS 

Coaches:

When itineraries take us away from rail routes and coaches 
must be used, a seating rotation system applies.

European Rail Travel:

The standard of rail travel in Europe ranges from small and 
basic local trains to luxury High Speed International trains. On 
rare occasions European rail companies may change timetables, 
classes of travel available or rolling stock within the period of 
validity of a travel brochure. Descriptions of trains and routes 
provided in this brochure are accurate at the time of printing 
and provided in good faith.

It is not possible to request rail seating either facing or with 
back to the direction of travel. Many European trains change 
direction during a journey (eg. trains between Rome and Venice 
must change direction in Florence, fronting into the station and 
reversing out).

Other Important Advice:

All tours will proceed if a minimum of 20 travellers have paid 
deposits by 120 days before scheduled departure. In the highly 
unlikely (unprecedented) event that there are insufficient 
travellers for a tour, you will be given a choice of (i) a full 
refund of all monies paid, (ii) a modified cost structure for a 
smaller group, or (iii) a place on an alternative Great Trains of 
Europe Tour.

Each tour is sold as a package and there can be no refund for 
any element of the tour (eg. a particular meal or sightseeing 
excursion) not utilized by the traveller by her / his own choice. 
Tour costs have built into them the costs associated with 
researching tours, communicating with overseas suppliers, 
brochure preparation and marketing. Great Trains of Europe 
Tours does not claim or imply that some of the inclusions 
in our tours may or may not be available at a lower price 
direct from the overseas supplier. Travellers are reminded, 
however, that purchases made direct with overseas suppliers 
are generally not covered by Australian Travel Agents licensing 
protections or the Australian Travel Compensation Fund.

Most photographs in this brochure were taken by the Tour 
Leader on past tours, but a small number have been provided 
by hotels, rail companies or National Trust Properties. These 
photographs are indicative only and we cannot guarantee that a 
traveller on a Great Trains of Europe tour will personally see all 
of the places depicted in these photographs.

Great Trains of Europe Tours reserves the right to decline any 
reservation or booking request, and may at the Tour Leader’s 
discretion terminate any person’s involvement in the tour due 
to unruly or disruptive behaviour.

Great Trains of Europe Tours does not accept responsibility 
for any injury, damage, loss, delay, change of schedule or other 
events which are beyond our direct control such as, but not 
limited to war, terrorism, civil disturbance, industrial action, acts 
of government or of God, or mechanical failure such as aircraft, 
trains or coaches. In any such (highly unlikely) event, travellers 
on the Great Trains of Europe tours have the reassurance of 
knowing that they are under the personal care of the Tour 
Leader who is the owner and manager of the tour company.

Great Trains of Europe Tours cannot be held responsible for 
changes to provision of services by local European suppliers, 
but we will do all in our power to provide an alternative 
service of at least equal standard to that advertised, or make a 
cash refund of the difference on the spot. 

Contract:

The contract between the traveller and Great Trains of Europe 
Tours, entered into by your signing the Booking form, shall 
be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Queensland.

BOOKING CONDITIONS:  Please read carefully

W  www.greattrainsofeurope.com.au
T    0488 423 848 (int +61 488 423 848)  E  greattrains@bigpond.com
F    07 4659 7961 (int +61 7 4659 7961)   ABN 75 325 010 987   Travel Licence# 3217475




